Prognostic features of carcinoma of the fallopian tube.
One hundred fifteen women with carcinoma of the fallopian tube were examined in this retrospective review. A third of the patients were nulliparous and 37% had evidence of old pelvic inflammatory disease. The most common symptoms were bleeding, pain, and/or vaginal discharge. Prognostic factors that predicted death from tumor were the presence of extratubal disease at initial surgery and the bulk of residual tumor left after the initial surgery. With disease limited to the fallopian tube, the depth of invasion of the tubal wall was correlated with the risk of treatment failure. Among patients with disease limited to their fallopian tubes, there was no statistically significant improvement in survival with the addition of either pelvic irradiation or single-agent chemotherapy. Among women with extrapelvic disease, survival improved significantly with the use of cis-platinum-containing multiagent chemotherapy.